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MMM*  B SPOlKT  01'  THE 
MEDICAL  Of  f I CEB  OF  HEALTH 

1942, 


To  the  Chairman  & Members 

of  the  Brownhills  Urban  District  Gouncil. 

Gentlemen  ? 

This  report  is  again  a war  report.  The  Health  of  the 
district  has  been  fairly  good  during  the  year.  The  incidence 
of  Infectious  cases  is  in  some  respects  greater  than  usual. 

This  is  so,  as  regards  Scarlet  fever  and  Diphtheria*  Measles, 
although  the  cases  notified  were  fewer  than  last  year,  helped  to 
swell  the  number* 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  total  of  Immunisations  for 
Diphtheria,  especially  in  the  under  five  class*  The  percentage 
in  this  class  is  now  73%  9 up  to  the  time  of  writing  this  report. 
This  figure  includes  immunisations  done  up  to  the  first  six  months 
of  1943c 


In  the  over  five  class  the  percentage  is  not  so  good. 

Attempts  ought  to  be  made  to  organise  supervised,  helpful 
recreations  for  all.  but  especially  for  the  younger  people.  War  is 
a time  when  some  outlet  must  be  found  for  suppressed  desires.  A 
good  section  of  the  community  axe  finding  their  recreations  and 
pleasures  in  surroundings  which  to  say  the  least,  axe  not  by  any 
means  idealistic*  Compulsory  service  in  Civil  Defence  is  good, 
but  there  is  an  opportunity  to  attach  to  those  services,  health 
giving  recreation,  and  a mental  training  directed  to  more  idealis- 
tic pursuits Q Tner e is  much  in  the  world  worth  knowing  and  too 
few  have  an  urge  for  the  knowledge.  The  Health,  mental  and  phy- 
sical. of  the  individual  and  the  community  depends  upon  the  aware- 
ness of  this® 


The  estimated  population  is  very  much  the  same  as  last  year. 


The  chief  vital  statistics  fcr  the  year  axe  as  follows: 


LITE  BIRTHS* 

Totals-  434* 
Legi tlmate ? - 423 . 
1 1 le  gi  tima  ten-  11 . 


Males. 

240. 

233* 

?. 


females. 

194. 

190. 

4. 


The  Birth  Bate  per  thousand,  of  civilian  population 

is  21<>4g 


STILL  BIRTHS . 

Totals- 
Legi  timate  i « 
II  le  gi  tima  te  s - 


Males, 

57 

?. 

1. 


females. 


13. 

12. 
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The  Stall  Rate  per  thousand  civilian  population  is  0*64. 

HEATHS . 

Males*  Hem ales. 

Totals-  230.  118 • 112, 

The  Heath  Rate  per  thousand  of  population  isli.4. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  Sepsis  and  Post  Abortion 
Sepsis. 


HEATHS  OP  mAATTS  UHHER  1 HEAR. 


To  tads-  27 « 
Legitimates-  26 « 
Illegitimates-  1 


Males. 

19. 

l8. 

1 


Tlgmales. 

O • 


Heath  Rato  of  all  infants  under  oneyear  per  thousand  live  Births 
was  62. 


Heaths  from  Cancer  were  34.  There  was  one  death  from  Diarrhoea 
under  two  years.  No  deaths  from  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  were 
reported. 
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Statistics  for  England  and  Wales,  London,  125 • County 
Boroughs  and  great  Toms,  and  14o  smaller  towns  are 
given  alongside  statistics  for  cur  own  urban  district. 


England 

and 

Wales. 

T2b  C’Bs. 

& G-t.  Towns 

including 

London. 

148 . Smaller 

towns 
resident 
population 
25,000  - 
50.000  at 
1931  census. 

London 

Adm. 

County. 

Brownhills. 

Urban 

District. 

Bates 

per  1,00 

0 civilian  ] 

Population:- 

Live  births. 

15»V . 

n tn  ”2 
x/o  i 

18.4 

14.0 

21.4 

Still  • H 

o.5V 

O066 

0.62 

0.48 

0.64 

Deaths:  - 

All  causes 

11.6/ 

13*3 

12.1 

13.9 

11.4 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid. 

0.00 

OoOO 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Eever. 

0.00 

OoOO 

0.00 

0.00 

O.cc 

Iho  oping 

Cough. 

0.02. 

0«03 

0.02 

0.04 

0.00 

Diphtheria. 

0.05 

OoOo 

0.04 

0.02 

0.09 

Influenza. 

0.09 

Oo  O9 

0.10 

0.07 

0.09 

Smallpox. 

- 

— 

- 

- 

a*. 

Merles. 

0.01 

0,02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Bates 

per  1,000 

Live  Births:- 

Deaths  under 

1 year  cf  age. 

49 

59 

46 

60 

62 

Deaths  from 

4 

Diarrhoea  & 

Enteritis 

under  2 years 

of  age. 

5.2 

7c  5 

4.8 

8.6 

2.3 

A'  dash  ( 

-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 

/-these 

rates  are 

these  published  in  the  Quarterly  return. 

England 

12GcG,'bs. 

148'.  Smaller’ 

London 

Brcwnhills 

and 

k (l  to  Towns 

towns 

Adm, 

Urban 

Wales* 

including 

London. 

Resident 

Pep, 25*000 

Ocunty, 

District. 

-50,000  at 
1931  Census, 

No  tif  i cations  s - 
Typhoid  Never  * 
Paratyphoid  Never 
Gerebrc  Spinal 
Never « 

Scarlet  Never*, 
Whooping  Gough*, 
Diphtheria b 
Erysipelas  . 
Smallpox  o 
Measles . 
Pneumonia* 


Pates  per  1^000  civilian  population:  - 


,01 

01 


0,14 

2.19 

1*73 

1.05 

0o30 
0 c CO 
7o46 

1.07 


0.01 

0.01 

0.17 

2.49 
1.97 
1.35 
0.36 
0. 00 
9.2? 
1.30 


OoOl 

0.01 


0.12 

2.34 

1.58 

o.9i 

0.26 

7-39 

0.94 


0.02 

0.01 

0.15 

1.86 

2.72 

0.76 

0.43 

0.00 

8.62 

0.94 


0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

10.5 

0.74 

3-5 

0.90 

0.00 

7.24 

2.58 


Maternal 
Mortality: 
Puerperal 
Infection 
(Me  ,14?) 

Others 

Total 

No  tif  i cation  g - 
Puerperal  "Never ) 
& Pyrexia  } 


Pates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 
(Excluding  Ahor ti cn ) 


12  o6l 


NOT  UNIT ABLE 


153  94 


10.80 


3.10 

(17.69 


0.00 


(2.23 


. 
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XEATHS 


The  total  number  is  230.  118  males  and  112  Females.  The 
death  Bate  is  11*4*  This  is  higher  than  last  years  10*9*  "hut  is 
equal  to  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years. 


Deaths  from  Oancer  were  34*  The  average  for  the  previous 
10  years  is  26.  The  following  tables  give  the  causes  of  death  and 
the  deaths  under  the  various  age  groups. 


Causes. 


Males.  Females. 


All  o auses. 

Scarlet  Fever, 
hiphtheria. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System. 
Tuberculosis  other  forms. 

Influenza 

Oancer  of  Buccal  Cavity,  Oesophagus, 
and  Uterus. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum. 

Cancer  of  Breast. 

Cancer  of  other  sites, 
hi* botes. 

Intracramal  Vascular  Disease. 

Heart  Disease. 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  system. 
Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Ulcer  cf  Stomach  & Duodenum. 

Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years) 

Appendicitis. 

Other  digestive  diseases. 

ITephri  tis. 

Premature  Birth. 

Malformation ? Congenital  ) 

Birth,  injuries,  and  Diseases  of  infants) 
Suicide. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents. 

Other  Violent  diseases. 

All  ether  causes. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Sleeping  Cou#i. 

Syphilitic  Diseases. 

Measles. 

Acu  te  Pc  1 i cmy el  i tis , ®xc ephali  ti s • 
Puerperal  and  Post  Abortion  Sepsis. 

Other  maternal  causes. 


118. 

1 

Wl 
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1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

10 

26 

3 

11 
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2 
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1 

1 

2 
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4 

3 


p 


..to  .1: 

;C  . 


• 

• 

I 1 

EH 

0 

UN 

G 

0 

on 

CM 

ft 

EH 

CM 

CM 

• 

P * 

0 P 

G 

vi- 

1  t* 

vo 

O 0 

fs* 

• 

r~i 

• 

0 

O' 

t>- 

IS- 

1 — 1 

e 

1 

UV 

m 

0 

ft 

& 

j M3 

0 

B 

ft 

O 

• 

ft 

O 

CO 

ft 

VO 

CM 

ft 

I 

CM 

B 

fd 

O 

Q 

ft 

ITS 

s 

ft 

ft 

0 

lev 

1 

o 

<- 


0 

1 

o 

OQ 


0 
ro 

1 

w 

CM 


£ 

ITN 

! — I 


K}' 

T 

o 

! — i 


0 

s — I 

Js 

» 

"UV 

1 


UN 

H 


HI 

H 


Its 


P cd 
O CD 

ft  >» 
ft 


IS. 


tN- 

CM 


VO 

IS- 


rs- 

CNJ 


m 

fH 


d* 

r— I 


CM 


ft- 


Q 

rH 


H 

CM 


© 

4-3 

cd 

Hi 

Hh 

4^ 

ft 

ft! 
CD 
T J 


G 

P 

G 


0 

m 

o 

ft 

43 

ft 

O 

i — 1 


VT 

on 

vj* 

ft 

0 

P 

0 

1 

G 

B 

u 

•H 

G 


d 

o 

•H 

c3 

I — I 

a 

o 

ft 

3 

•H 

i — 1 

•a 

ft 

O 

ft 

O 

ft 

s 

M 

P* 

O 

B 


M 

, o 
ft 

v}- 

ft 

CM 

CO 

ft 

CD 

43 

rd 

Hi 

ft 

ft 

p 

ft 

ft 

G 

& 


g 


G 

>> 

0 

1  i 

ft 

d 

3 

G 

O 

0 

P 

ft 


G 

ft 

ft 

P 

O 

ft 

0 

PD 

cd 

P 

G 

> 

cd 

G 

& 


00 

0 

U\ 


G 

ft 

G 

G 

ft 

cd 

(si 


s 

ft 

9 

i — I 

ft 


p 

o 

ft 

0 

43 

cd 

ft 

© 

§ 


G 

3 
0 
ft 

O 

ft 

0 

G 

O 

ft 

ft 

d 

•H 

P 

0 

43 

cd 

P 

ft 

G 

0 

4 

0 

£ 

9 

§ 

4 

a 

ft 


4 

•H 

ft 

G 

G 

•rH 

0 

43 

cd 

p 

ft 

§ 

G 

0 

P 

ft 

0 

fl 


u> 

43 

G cd 

• 

r , 

ft  P 

d 

j-i  . — 1 

0 * 

ftvj- 

• cd 

lr\ 

G 0 

43  . 

0 ft 

G O 

» — ! 

cd 

cd  0 

1 

is 

•'ft 


ft 

ft! 

H 

1 

<=n 

ft 

I 

ft 


g p 

P o 
© ft 

EH  0 

43 

cd 

P 

0 

ft 

Eh 


^ft 
co  -ft 

ft  Is 

9 ft 

I — I 
G ft 
0 cd 
i — I P 
cd  ft 

IS* 

CM  G 
0 
G P 
cd  cd 

38 
0 

ftft 

0 H 

d 

o • • • • 

cm  o o m 

PsO  ft  ft  Ir\ 

0 

ft  ft  I I | 

d © 

P OQ  ft 
g mft  ft 
G ft  CTnCSOn 

ftft  H rH  t— 1 

3.3 

d 

H 0 

ft  -S 

O r-H 

IG  ft 

d in 
0 ft 
•ft  O , - 
ft  ^ 
ft 
o 


I 

«• 

G 

3 

0 


0 

P G ft 

g o 

ft  43  43 

d ft  g 
p 0 

ft£^ 
Eh  cd  0 
0 ft 
ftft 

cd 

P 
G O 
•H  ft 


It  is  hcwevor,  lower  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  10  years.  The  increase  in 
deaths  from  Congenital  Debility,  Prenature  Birth,  Injury  at  Birth,  Marasmus  and  Malfcrmatio 
is  1 7,  compared  to  II  for  last  yean. 
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IInIZBCTIOUS  DISEASE  q 

There  were  218  oases  of  Scarlet  fever,  of  these  87  were  sent  to 
Hospital.  This  disease  caused  two  deaths.  You  nay  remember  that 
in  last  years  report  it  was  stated  that  there  had  only  been  two 
deaths  from  this  cause  since  1930.  The  average  number  of  easesfor 
the  last  ten  years  is  63.  This  gives  2 deaths  in  630  cases 
compared  tc  2 deaths  in  218  cases  for  1942. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  71  cases  cf  Diphtheria,  reported.  68  of  those 
cases  were  sent  tc  Hospital.  There  were  2 deaths  from  this  cause. 
This  gives  2.8  per  hundred  cases. 

Last  year  it  was  stated  that  in  the  previous  10  years  the  death 
rate  for  this  period  was  6.5  per  hundred  oases. , At  the  beginning  cf 
the  report  it  is  stated  that  73^  of  children  under  five  have  been 
immunised . 


Only  60%  cf  children  over  five  have  been  immunised.  The  School 
Teachers,  have  for  the  most  part  assisted  considerably  by  giving 
short  lectures  tc  the  children  cn  the  benefits  cf  immunisation. 

Pneumonia. 

52.  cases  were  notified.  10  deaths  were  notified  from  this 
disease.  This  gives  a case  mortality  cf  19*2.  Last  years  case 
mortality  was  22.6.  per  hundred  cases.  In  the  record  cf  last  year 
it  was  stated  that  during  the  previous  ten  years  the  case  mortality 
was  31.8. 

Tuberculosis. 


19.  new  cases  cf  Pulmcnaryufuberculosis  were  notified  with  1 
ncn-pulmcnary  case.  There  were  sixteen  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
(Pulmonary)  and  one  death  from  other  forms  cf  Tuberculosis. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  giving  the  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  'that  under  the  age  groups  in  the  males,  practically 
all  the  deaths  occurred  between  the  ages  cf  25  and  45® 

I consider  that  much  mere  must  be  dene  in  the  future  for  the 
wives  and  families  cf  men  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
Net  only  do  they  run  the  risk  of  infection  - in  certain  housing 
conditions  a very  serious  risk  - but  there  is  the  added  risk 
arising  from  the  deterioration  in  health  from  the  insufficient 
food  and  ether  privations.  These  cf  course,  are  accentuated  by 
war-time  conditions. 
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Puerper&l  Pyrexia . 

There  was  cnly  cne  ease  cf  puerperal  pyrexia.no  tified.  This  ease 
was  treated  at  heme. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum* 

Eight  oases  were  reported,  all  recovered  completely* 

Pereira  Spinal  ffever . 

One  case  was  notified,  no  source  cf  infection  was  discovered,,  There 
were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

, Small-pcx. 

One  small-pcx  contact  was  notified.  This  case  was  vaccinated  and 
kept  under  observation  for  the  normal  period. 

Scabies  and  Impetigo# 

The  treatment  centre  at  the  first  aid  pest  continues  to  do  good  work 
The  work  is  carried  cut  by  the  first  lid  post  permanent  personnel  and 
by  the  Health  Visiters.  Many  cf  the  children  are  sent  by  the  School 
Medical  Officers.  Adults  and  other  children  by  the  Medical  Praoti  tim- 
ers. The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  cf  cases  treated  for 
scabies  at  the  Brcwnhills  Scabies  clinic  since  its  inception,  and 
includes  the  number  cf  patients  still  receiving  treatments  - 


Children. 

Acini  ts . 

TOTAL 

Mo.  cf  patients. 

33^“ 

77 

415 

Nc.cf  treatments. 

2,050 

402 

2,452 

He.  cf  cures. 

303 

76 

379 

No . s til 1 u nder go ing 
treatment. 

35* 

1, 

3^ 

Venearal  Disease. 

I dc  net  think  that  there  have  been  many  cases  cf  Venearal  Disease 
in  the  district,  either  Syphilitic  or  C-cncrrhealo  It  is  however,  not 
very  easy  to  give  any  definite  opinion,  as  nest  cf  these  cases  are 
treated  outside  the  district.  Placards  have  been  stuck  up  in  various 
places  giving  the  places  where,  and  hours  when  treatment  is  given,  it 
is  cur  intention  if  films  are  available,  tc  give  cinematograph  display 
during  the  winter  months. 

I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  chairman  and  members 
cf  the  Health  Committee  for  their  kindly  interest  in  the  Health 
Department  and  the  officials  cf  other  departments  for  their'  advice  and 
assistance  in  matters  concerning  my  department.  My  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  as  usual,  made  my  work  pleasant  and  easy  by  his  zeal 
and  courtesy  and  patience.  Trie  assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the 
two  clerks  have  conformed  tc  the  high  standard  set  by  them  in 
preceding  years. 

lours  faithfully, 

BOEEBT  a.  BBADEOBD. 

Medical  Officer  cf  Health . 
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